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The current proposal for the Microsoft settlement will
not prevent Microsoft from staying a monopoly in the
computer industry. Microsoft employees are spreading
this around as "..a victory over the government." If
the government shows they are incapable or unwilling
to stop Microsofts monopoly over the software
industry, who else is there to stand in Microsofts
way?

Since the trial has started Microsofts grip on ISP's
and hardware vendors has slowly loosend up for fear of
how it would be represented in the case against them.
Once Microsoft accepts the current settlement they
will go back to their previous methods of forcing the
industry to accept their software and force out
competitors, but it is not their previous methods the
software industry is only worried about. By recieving
the current settlement this will show the industry
that even the government and it's laws cannot stop
Microsoft's monopoly. Microsoft will be able to expand
their practices beyond strict EULA's, enforcing
proprietary "standards" and harrassing/buying out
small companies. They will be able to stretch more
laws, find more loopholes and choose more "un-ethical"
business means knowing that the most powerful system
that could have stopped them was not powerful enough.

Once again | say that the DOJ and US government should
be putting a stop to Microsofts monopoly. By forcing
them to release their file formats, protocols or

something similar that will allow other companies to
compete with them. But the current settlement simply
shows that the government no longer has the power to
enforce the laws that control our capitalist country.
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